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a pamphlet on the injustice of legal deposit. In connection with
the British Museum, Fisher wrote:

"That Institution is open to all the Nation, under very judicious
regulations; and Authors, without respect to rank, quality or connec-
tion, are, upon creditable references being given, permitted to read
and make extracts from the books there. One copy, therefore, or even
two copies, if thought necessary, to this National Repository, would
hardly be objected to, if demanded only as the condition of an adequate
legal security for copyright; but, if imposed absolutely as a Tax on
Literature, moderate as two copies might be thought to be, it will still
be liable to the objection, that it is not analogous to any of the means
by which the other wants of the National Institution are supplied.

"The Buildings, the Servants, and the fresh accessions of Curiosi-
ties of every description, are purchased, and annually paid for by Vote
of Parliament: and it would not have appeared less consistent with
justice, to have seized without payment the whole or a selection of the
Townley Marbles, for which 20,000 / were lately paid to the Pro-
prietor . . . than to take an Author's books without paying for them."1

After commenting indignantly on the inclusion of Sion
College among the privileged libraries, Fisher continued:

"Unless, therefore, the principles by which it is attempted to justify
the compelling a tradesman to give away his property should be suc-
cessfully combated at the present time, what shall prevent the still
further extension of this claim in favour of other bodies; of the Law-
yers in the Temple for instance,2 or the Doctors in Warwick Lane,
equally with the Clergy of Sion College; of the Military Colleges, or of
Eton, Westminster, or Winchester, of the College at Maynooth, or the
University of Gottingen, now just released from foreign domination,
and restored to His Majesty; or of the East India Company's Colleges
at Hertford and Calcutta?"8

The many earnest attempts of the publishers to rid themselves
of the tax of eleven best edition copies led to the introduction of a
Bill by Davies Giddy, the Chairman of the Copyright Com-
mittee of 1813. The main object of this Bill was to extend the
copyright in a work to twenty-eight years certain. For this con-
sideration it was proposed that eleven copies of every new work
be delivered on demand, within six months of publication, the
penalty to be five pounds for every copy not sent. No copies of

1 T, Fisher,
p. 18.
* Cf, the proposed Copyright Bill presented in 1737. Set out in full post
pp. 304-6.
1 T\ Fisher, vt supra, p. 21 *